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nature* with the qualities and properties which belong
.      «.	•*•	•*•     •*•	o
to it.
Farther than this, it is a state into which we are
not lorn, but into which we must be translated;
a nature which we do not inherit, but into which we
are to be created anew. To the undeserved grace of
God, which is promised on our use of the appointed
means, we must be indebted for the attainment of
this nature; and, to acquire and make sure of it, is
That great " work of our salvation," which we are
commanded to " work out with fear and trembling."
We are every where reminded, that this is a matter
of labour and difficulty, requiring continual watch-
fulness, and unceasing effort, and unwearied pa-
tience. Even to the very last, towards the close of
a long life consumed in active service, or in cheerful
suffering, we find St. Paul himself declaring, that he
conceived bodily self-denial and mental discipline
to be indispensably necessary to his very safety.
Christians, who are really worthy of the name, are
represented as being " made meet for the inheritance
of the Saints in light;" as " waiting for the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ;" as " looking for, and
hastening unto, the coming of the day of God." It
is stated as being enough to make them happy,
that "Christ should receive them to himself;"
and the songs of the blessed spirits in Heaven, are
described to' be the same, as those in which the
servants of God on earth pour forth their gratitude
and adoration.
Conscious therefore of the indispensable necessity,
and of the arduous nature of the service in which
he is engaged, the true Christian sets himself to the
work with vigour, and prosecutes it with diligence.
His motto is that of the painter; u nullus dies sine
tinea? Fled as it were from a country in which
the plague is raging, he thinks it not enough just

